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St. Peter's to Participate in Red Bridge Fest  
     Area churches and merchants will be participating in the Se-
cond Annual Red Bridge Fest at the Red Bridge Shopping Cen-
ter from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., on Saturday, October 1. The shop-
ping center is located at the intersection of Red Bridge and 
Holmes Road, just a few blocks east of the church. St. Peter's 
will have a table so that parish participants may meet and greet 
area residents, plus hand out information and token gifts to in-
form them about our parish community. If you have questions, 
concerns or ideas, please contact Becca Coleman at (913) 322-
9100.    Fr. Russ 
 

Trunk or Treat 
Oct. 30, from 11:30 to noon 

     It’s Trunk or Treat time again. Please let me know if you are 
willing to provide a trunk full of treats for our youngest members 
and neighborhood friends. We are going to promote this event at 
the Red Bridge festival the first weekend of October so we hope 
to get a good turnout from our Neighborhood friends. We will 
have trunks open for 30 minutes starting at 11:30 am which 
gives us some time to finish get out and get them ready. Last 
year we had a great turnout with 14 trunks. Let’s see if we can 
top that this year! The kids will wear their costumes to church 
that day and we will encourage them to bring along a friend. 
     Jana Bee Triplett 
 

The Feast of St. Francis of Assisi  
Blessing of the Animals, Oct. 8 

     It is St. Peter's tradition to acknowledge St. Francis' love for 
all creatures.  We know that pets offer many blessings - the love 
we give to a pet, and in return, receive from a pet which can 
draw us more deeply into the larger circle of life, especially into 
the wonder of our common relationship with God. 
      I look forward to your bringing your dog, cat, pig, bird, horse, 
hamster, snake, turtle and other beloved friends to receive a 
blessing, plus each animal will receive a small St. Francis pen-
dent in remembrance of their blessing.  We’ll gather in the rear 
patio at 10:30 a.m. 
     Arff-arff. Meow-meow  ☺  Fr. Russ 

     ‘Shaping Our Future’ Forums to Be Conducted By the Diocese 

     The West Missouri Futuring Task Group invites deanery delegates, congrega-
tional leaders and all adult and youth parishioners to attend the open forum 
"Shaping Our Future."  Three forums will be held throughout the diocese. 
 
     Information gathered from these meetings will be used to shape the work of the 
task group. Bishop Martin Field will attend each meeting along with task group 
members. The forum for the Metro and Northern Deaneries will be at 3 to 5 p.m., 
Sunday, Oct. 9, at Grace and Holy Trinity Cathedral in downtown Kansas City.  

October Special Events 



From the Deacon 

    If Jesus Asks You, How Would You Answer? 

     We began Adult Ed on Sept. 18 with the story of Zacchae-
us (Luke 19:1-10).  Quick recap:  Zacchaeus is short in stat-
ure, and he also falls short of respectability in the eyes of his 
Jewish neighbors because he is a tax collector and collabora-
tor with Roman authorities.  He positions himself in a tree so 
as to be able to see Jesus passing by in a crowd.  Jesus sur-
prises everyone, including Zacchaeus, when he invites him-
self over to Zacchaeus’s house; Zacchaeus surprises every-
one, except possibly Jesus, when he takes Jesus up on the 
offer and promises to make good on the money he has stolen 
from his neighbors (tax collectors in those days routinely 
charged more than was actually owed, and pocketed the dif-
ference).    
 
     We read this familiar story aloud and imagined ourselves 
to be one of the characters.  Most of us placed ourselves in 

Zacchaeus’s sandals; one of us was a grumbler in the crowd.  
Then we imagined Jesus inviting himself over to our houses, 
and how we might respond.  All of us learned a little bit about 
ourselves and our Lord from this short (sorry, Zacchaeus) 
exercise in reading a Gospel story from the inside out.   
 
     If you were unable to attend our opening session, and if 
you wonder how it might be to encounter Jesus as Zacchaeus 
did, try this:  settle yourself in a quiet place; invite the Holy 
Spirit to inspire your mind and heart as you read the passage 
through slowly; observe what happens between Jesus and 
Zacchaeus; and then imagine Jesus turning to you, right now, 
and saying ―You, too!  I must stay at 
your house today!‖  What do you say 
to Jesus?  How do you feel?  Take 
some time to think about this, maybe 
write down your thoughts if that 
helps, and go where the Spirit leads 
you in your encounter with the One 
who knows you best and continually 
calls you into deeper relationship.   
 
     Adult Education meets Sunday mornings at 9:15.  Please 
join us as we take a new look at other familiar stories, and 
experience them from the inside out!   
      Kathy Hall 

 Gift Shop Ready for Halloween    

     Look no further than St. Peter's Gift Shop to find some unu-
sual Halloween decorations and even huge witch hats to delight 
children of all ages. Halloween is our buyer,  Myra Hyatt's, life-
long second favorite holiday (next to Christmas) so she is our 
expert in knowing how best to prepare for and make the most of 
this holiday. 
     One of our selling crew members, Suzanne Hoff, accompa-
nied Myra, Sandy Glenn and me on our last buying trip to the 
Gift Mart and we found her suggestions and fresh input most 
helpful as we strive to satisfy a variety of tastes and opinions re 
which items might sell best. We were delighted to discover that 
several new venders have been added to the Mart, which gives 
us  more choices. We also welcome any suggestions you might 
give us,  keeping in mind that because of our small space, we 
are quite limited in the size of our selections. Be prepared for a 
slightly different, and hopefully more frequently changing, dis-
play of our stock during the next months. 
  
   Kathy Morris  
   and the Good Witches of the Gift Shop 

     The Diocesan Council functions like a parish vestry, do-
ing diocesan business between annual conventions. The 
past few Diocesan Council meetings have focused upon 
presenting a balanced budget at the annual convention, 
providing support for tornado relief victims through orga-
nized diocesan efforts, approving MDG grants to parishes, 
and focusing on the ―futuring‖ of the diocese.  
 
     Please attend the futuring discussion at Grace and Holy 
Trinity Cathedral from 3-5 p.m. on Oct. 9. Opinions and 
thoughts are welcomed for issues that include all of us. 
Please contact me at efeummeler@aol.com or (816) 589-
3322 if you have any questions about Diocesan Council.   
 
   Elizabeth Fuemmeler 

 Diocesan Council Notes   

     Opinions Welcome at Oct. 9 Meeting 



 
 

   Rector’s Ruminations 
       
     By the Rev. Russell W. Johnson, Jr. 
 
 
 

Dear Friends: 
 
     As I have been working on my sermon about the Israelites 
being hungry in the wilderness and how God fed them with 
manna, our help as a parish community to our brothers and 
sisters in Joplin has to be one of the more important acts of 
humanity that St. Peter’s could offer in 2011.  I’m glad to see 
that there is already a rack in Kathy Hall’s office that is starting 
to gather coats for the collection that ends Oct. 9.   
 
     The No-Charge Garage Sale at St. Philip’s Church, Joplin, 
on October 22, is certainly an example of generosity that is 
offered by parish communities throughout the Diocese of West 
Missouri.  This is a great time to check through your closets 
and drawers, check out what’s downstairs in storage and in the 
workshop area to see what has not been worn or used for a 
few years.  Ask yourself, ―Have I worn this coat or sweater, or 
used this tool, for some time? Maybe someone else could use 
them, or the blanket, quilt, hammer, screwdriver, or pliers 
which I also haven’t used for years.‖ 
 
     And then, of course, are those personal items that haven’t 
been used, but they’re hard to give away because they have a 
special meaning: a sweater received by someone no longer 
living, but it doesn’t fit any more. Should I keep it or give it 
away? 
 
     I know that when I cleaned out my mother’s apartment and 
then the lake cottage, there were some choices that had to be 
made: keep it, give it away, or simply trash it?   Some items 
were contributed to our garage sale last June. Others went to 
the thrift shop in Hutchinson, and much went ―bye-bye‖ when 
cleaning out the lake cottage. 
 
     One thing that I realized was how much energy this all took; 
making decisions on items that were once  valuable to some-
one or yourself, but now no longer important.  Could somebody 
else use it?  Is it worth giving away, or simply put it in the 
dumpster?  I found this to be exhausting after a while and a 
break was necessary so that I could continue the task at hand. 
 
     I hope that you will take a deep breath and say to yourself: 
I’ve got items that I’m willing to make sure that they are clean, 
wearable, usable, in working order, so that those who lost eve-
rything, may find my contribution helpful over the winter 
months. 

     As Archdeacon McCann suggested, ―This is not a tradition-
al ‘garage sale,’ i.e., a means to dispose of items nearing the 
end of their serviceable life – This is an offering to those in 
need from the ‘first fruits’ of our life and labor.” 
 
     Come on St. Peter’s, let’s do it! ☺ 

+++++ 
     A few more words from my daily calendar: 

A smile is a cure that sets things straight.  
Feed your faith and doubt will starve to death. 
Forbidden fruit creates many jams.  
Get rich quick – count your blessings.  
Keep using my name in vain, I’ll make rush hour longer. 
No God – no peace; know God – know peace. 

+++++ 
     Did you like our breakfast on Sept. 11?  Not only was it 
good but I thought we had a good turnout, too!  Thanks to the 
works of Larry Kennedy and Clay Glenn, mark Sunday, Oct. 2 
on your calendar for the next breakfast between the two ser-
vices.  Not only will the food be great, but it is a good way to 
meet and greet members of our parish community who choose 
to attend a different service on Sunday mornings. 
 
     If you can help Larry and Clay with breakfast, or come on 
Saturday to set up, please speak to them as I’m sure they 
could use some extra hands to make their work easier. 

+++++ 
     Have you checked out our web site lately: 
www.stpetersepiscopal.net?  Maryann Sell has been working 
hard in making some significant changes in updating our info 
plus pictures.   
 
     In this 21st century, our web site is very important because 
our average visit (info from our server) per day is 103 (people 
just checking in to see what’s on our web site).  So if you have 
anything that you think is important to contribute, please send 
the material to the office, and we will check it out! 

+++++ 
     I hope you’ve marked your calendars for the following com-
munity and diocesan events that involve St. Peter’s: 

Red Bridge Fest at Red Bridge Shopping Center  - 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., Oct. 1 

Blessing of the Animals at St. Peter’s at 10:30 a.m. in the 
rear patio, Oct. 8 

Shaping Our Future forum at Grace and Holy Trinity Ca-
thedral, 3 to 5 p.m., Oct. 9 

Trunk for Treat event at St. Peter’s, 11:30 a.m. – noon, 
Oct. 30 

 
     These are very important events in the life of our parish 
community and local diocese.  Please check these events fur-
ther in this edition of The Epistle. 

 
A blessed October to you! 



St. Monica’s Guild 

     News About Nuts! 
     Mark your calendars for our fall cleanup day for the 
church grounds. We will start at 8:30 a.m. and will give our 
attention to the trees that grow along the parking lot. Hand 
tools, trimmers, rakes and other appropriate tools would be 
appreciated. All hands, especially if they are wearing gloves, 
are welcomed.  
 
     A signup sheet is located on the bulletin board. 
 
     Our buildings and grounds work is looking for a  
donation of a used weed eater. If you have  
one you don’t use any more or an extra one,  
please contact John Fisher at (816) 795-6693 
or john.fisher@stpetersepiscopal.net. 

 

 
 
 

      
     October is St. Monica’s Nut Sale month!  We will, again, 
be offering a variety of fresh and good-for-you nuts, with pro-
ceeds from the sale supporting the special projects that St. 
Monica’s undertakes in our parish community and through 
outreach efforts.  Pay-
ment (cash or check) is 
required with your or-
der.  Look for the table in 
the narthex on Sun-
days.  Orders will be tak-
en through Oct. 31 with 
delivery before Thanks-
giving. 
 
      Do you have a new recipe that includes nuts?  Please 
send it to me, and I will make copies available on the nut 
table in the narthex.  Oh, those irresistible nuts…Here is an 
idea for fun and nutty pasta… 
 
Bow Ties with Walnuts, Butter and Sage 
Makes:  6 servings 
Prep:  10 minutes 
 
 Ingredients  
1 cup coarsely chopped walnuts  
3/4 pound bow tie pasta  
5 tablespoons unsalted butter  
12 fresh sage leaves, coarsely chopped  
2 tablespoons lemon juice  
1/2 teaspoon salt  
1/3 teaspoon black pepper  
1 cup shredded Romano cheese  
 
Directions 

1. Place walnuts in a large, dry nonstick skillet over medium 
heat. Cook 4 to 5 minutes, until toasted, shaking pan con-
stantly. Remove walnuts; set aside. 
2. Cook pasta in boiling salted water according to package 
directions, about 10 minutes. When pasta is almost done, 
melt butter in large nonstick skillet over medium heat. Add 
sage, lemon juice, salt and pepper. Cook a minute or two to 
blend flavors. Remove from heat. 
3. Drain pasta, reserving 1/2 cup pasta cooking water, then 
add pasta to butter in skillet. Gradually add pasta water. Stir 
in cheese and toss to combine. Garnish with toasted nuts 
and serve. 
    Sue Johnson 

 

Buildings and Grounds 
     Cleanup Day Set for Oct. 15 

     The themes for the month of October include Halloween and 
Community Helpers.  We will be visiting Faulkner’s Pumpkin 
Patch and having our annual Trunk or Treat in the parking lot.  
The Kansas City Fire Department will also be visiting this 
month to give the children an opportunity to see the fire fighters 
up close and take a tour of the truck. 
     Target stores participate in a program called Take Charge of 
Education.  If you have a Target REDcard, Target will give back 
to our school 1% of your purchases throughout the year. 
Please be sure to list St. Peter’s Day School as your school of 
choice.  You can sign up online or go directly into a Target 
store and simply use the kiosk. 
     We are having our fall fundraiser this month.  All money 
raised will go towards new bikes for the Undercroft.  Brochures 
are available in the day school and also in the church office.  
Please be sure to check it out. There is something for every-
one!  
     The day school is looking for a volunteer who would be will-
ing to walk with the pre-kindergarten class to the library every 
Friday morning.  We attend the story hour at the Mid-Continent 
Library, which is located in the Red Bridge Shopping Center.  
We leave the school at 9:45 a.m. and return to the school 
around 11:00 a.m. Please call the day school at (816) 942-2665 
if you are interested. 
     Thank you for your continued support of our school. 
   Cathy Henson 
   Day School Director 

Day School News  
     Pumpkin Patch Visit Scheduled 
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 During October we will start ―feeding the Pig‖ to buy 
hams for St. Mary’s Thanksgiving dinner. We will also be pre-
paring grocery sacks with a list of needed items for the 
Thanksgiving Dinner and they will be available shortly. As al-
ways, if you want to give but cannot shop, make out a check to 
St. Peter’s and write ―Outreach‖ in the memo portion. 
 
  God Bless You All, 
  Clay Glenn Jr 
  Outreach Chair  

October 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

Birthdays 
2 Bill Brown 
 Pat Gilgus 
5 Roy Gash 
 Noah Ralston 
6 Clint Haberland 
 Jeanne McDowell 
8 Cheryl Lorenz 
9 Adam Manthei 
10 Emersen Grace Moritz 
11 Bill Norman 
15 Deborah Gash 
17 Kerry Triplett 

20 Pam Bell 
22 Rex Morton 
24 Tim Schwab 
25 Daphne Clary 
31 Janie Turner 
Anniversaries 
13 David & Debra Buller 
17 Gib & Pat Gilgus 
 Ken & Jean Hollstrom 
18 Tim & Laurie Schwab 
22 Michael & Cheryl Lorenz 
27 Brent & Paula White 

Financial Status 
 
Year to Date thru August Budget            Actual 
Revenue             $ 179,933        $ 176,806    
Expenses                         $ 180,271        $ 172,559  
Surplus (deficit)                                    $     4,247 
 
We ended the summer in pretty good shape by holding down 
expenses. Thank you so much for your efforts to continue 
keeping your commitments up to date. 
 
    Debbie Miller 
    Financial Advisor 

___________________________________________ 
 

St. Peter’s Vestry 
Russell Johnson. Rector  

(816) 942-1066 russ.johnson@stpetersepiscopal.net 

Becca Coleman, Senior Warden 
 (913) 541-8526      becca.coleman@stpetersepiscopal.net 
Jim Giddings, Junior Warden 
 (816) 569-2107 jim.giddings@stpetersepiscopal.net 

John Fisher, Buildings & Grounds  
(816) 795-6693 john.fisher@stpetersepiscopal.net 

Clay Glenn, Outreach 
(816) 250-5402 clay.glenn@stpetersepiscopal.net 

Larry Kennedy, Membership/Fellowship 
 (913) 636-8862 larry.kennedy@stpetersepiscopal.net 
Larry Christie, Treasurer/Finance 
 (816) 322-1396 larry.christie@stpetersepiscopal.net 
Jana Triplett, Christian Education 

(816) 444-5294 jana.beetriplett@stpetersepiscopal.net 

Linda Voran, Clerk  
(913) 681-0255 linda.voran@stpetersepiscopal.net 

Kathy Hall, Deacon 
(816) 560-3803 kathy.hall@stpetersepiscopal.net 

Outreach 

    It’s Time to Feed the Pig 

Boy Scout Troop 46  

     Eagle Project Helps Troops 

     For his Eagle Service Project Cooper Wright of Troop 46 
solicited donations of snack foods, personal care items and 
money for shipping care packages to troops serving in Af-
ghanistan. He col-
lected several 
boxes of products 
as well as $1,485 
in cash donations 
from many individ-
uals, several local 
businesses, four 
churches and the 
Red Bridge Lions 
Club. Letters from 
middle school stu-
dents were also included in each package as well as a letter 
signed by all members of Troop 46. 
     He was able to send two packages each to Ralph Fuller, 
Greg Kennedy, Nellie Mangold and Marcus Martinez. An ad-
ditional 12 boxes were sent for distribution to all members of 
the Heavy Equipment Transport units that serve with Kenne-
dy and Martinez. As a result of his project five shipments to-
taling 20 care packages weighing 250 pounds were sent to 
108 troops. 
     Cooper thanks everyone at St. Peter’s and in the commu-
nity for their help and generous support, both of his project 
and of our military men and women.  

Cooper Wright delivers care packages for shipping 



Weekly Service Schedule 

 

Sunday 

Holy Eucharist........................................…...8:00 a.m. 

Adult Forum………………………….….....9:15 a.m.  

Children’s Learning...........................……..10:00 a.m. 

Holy Eucharist...................................……..10:00 a.m. 

 

Thursday 

Holy Eucharist………………………….....10:00 a.m. 

 

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 
100 E Red Bridge Rd 

Kansas City MO 64114 

 

We are called by God through Jesus Christ and empow-

ered by the Holy Spirit to respond in this community by: 

 Worshiping God 

 Growing in knowledge of God’s presence in our 

daily lives 

 Providing a warm, nourishing and reconciling  

 fellowship 

 Sharing God’s love with others 

St. Peter’s Mission Statement 

 

 

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 
(816) 942-1066 Phone and Voice Mail 

(816) 942-4867 FAX 

stpetersepiscopal@planetkc..com 

www.stpetersepiscopal.net 

 

St. Peter’s Day School 
(816) 942-2665  

stpeterspreskool@hotmail.com 


